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Dear Family, 

 

The 100
th
 Anniversary weekend is over, and you can see some 

photos included in this edition of the Spirit. We had close to 680 
people in attendance at the banquet, and from what I heard, 
people enjoyed the program. The Sunday Worship services the 
next day brought this weekend to a worshipful end! As I reflect on 
this time, I wanted to share some thoughts. 

 

God has been faithful to GVBC from generation to generation. God 
is the one that caused this church to come into being. God is the 
one who sustained us and provided the leadership over the years. 
God was with the people of GVBC in exile (internment camps), and 
then gathered us back together. He provided for the property and 
the facilities we have. God has been faithful, and God is still 
faithful. 

 

But God’s faithfulness can be hidden. When we only live by what 
we ourselves can do, where is our trust in God? Trust is always 
placed in God to do things that we can’t. It starts with the fact that 
we cannot work to have our sins forgiven. We have to trust God 
with what He has done on the cross through Christ to forgive our 
sins. If we only live our lives to our abilities (education, financial, 
social, etc.), where do we need God? It is only when we have a 
purpose for our lives that is beyond our own accomplishments that 
God is revealed. Then we realize that He is faithful. 

 

The 100
th
 Anniversary should rekindle the passion to go beyond 

what is seen, beyond what is normal, to stick our heads up in the 
world we live in to shine and bring hope to our surroundings. It 
must be bold and exciting because Jesus came to change this 
world. The testimony of the early church was that we’re changing 
the world. Not through force, or law, or finances, but by love. Living 
successfully for Jesus is to be crucified with Him, which is getting 
out of our comfort zones, challenging the status quo, and looking to 
help others. 

 

Has the 100
th
 Anniversary changed you? It has me. I look forward 

to the changes that face us in the future, starting today. I look 
forward to being where Jesus is working and joining with Him. I 
look forward to our joining together in following Jesus. God is 
faithful. 

 

His child, 

Pastor Steve 
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AUGUST BOARD REPORT 
BY DAVID CHENG, MODERATOR 

Rodney Tanaka came before your Board of Deacons at our August meeting to be evaluated for local 
ordination as a Christian minister by our church. In addition to Chaplain, he was recently promoted to the 
position of Director of Men’s Ministry at Union Rescue Mission in the heart of skid row in downtown Los 
Angeles where he works with the homeless and downtrodden. In his current position, he represents the 
mission at various meetings and functions. Although Rodney is already licensed by GVBC as a pastor, 
his employer wants him to become an ordained minister with the title of “Reverend,” which will hold him 
to a higher-level of accountability. Your Board examined Rodney’s background, qualifications, and 

theological views on a variety of subjects. After sufficient grilling, your Board unanimously recommended Rodney for 
ordination. The next step will be a meeting on September 21 where the congregation will have the chance to examine 
both Rodney and Brian Lo (whom your Board recommended for ordination at last month’s meeting) and vote on their 
respective ordinations. 

Your Board took action on a number of items. We terminated the memberships of two individuals who asked for removal 
by written request. Your Board also approved and awarded college and seminary scholarships for a number of students 
that applied. We also approved a new Missions Ministry policy that would begin to taper off monetary support for 
missionaries once they reach age 70 (or when the younger spouse reaches 70 in the case of a married couple) so that 
more funds would be available to support new missionaries. Finally, your Board approved the recipients of this year’s 
Advent Conspiracy, namely, Rifu Oasis Chapel in Japan (45%); Charity Water (45%); and San Telmo Mission in Mexico 
(10%). 

Your Board approved a motion to establish a new account to receive funds to pay for the $25,000 repair of the church 
organ. We also approved a motion to transfer a balance of $9,140 that remained in an old preschool fund to this new 
account.   

Pastor Steve updated us on staffing changes. He reported that Pastor Chris Koga will take a leave of absence from the 
College Ministry and Brad Toy will join the pastoral staff as his replacement. Chris’s wife, Michelle Koga, is no longer 
Director of the Nursery as of July 31. Pastor Daniel Matsuda’s transition to Family Pastor and Layne Wakuta’s transition 
to Director of Youth are on hold pending the development of more youth leaders to help run the youth ministries.   

Until Next Month . . . 
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Congratulations Scholarship Winners 
 

Meriko Kishiyama Scholarship: 
          Candace Hirano 

 

Christian Service Scholarships: 
            Corey Atkinson 

          Lauren Cheng 

 

Seminarian Scholarship: 
          Diane Ujiiye 
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2014 ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
BY TAK SHIMAZAKI 

PHOTOS BY SILVIO CARRARA & PASTOR STEVE LANGLEY 

A picture perfect day welcomed 129 golfers, along with an army of 
volunteers, to the beautiful Lakewood Country Club for our Centennial Golf 
Tournament on Friday August 22

nd
. The proceeds from this tournament, 

about $15,000, will be distributed to care for the people in the South Bay: the 
financially disadvantaged (Gardena Human Resources), the homeless 
(GVBC’s Friday Food Ministry) and for domestic violence intervention (Center 
for the Pacific Asian Family). 

Lunch awaited our players and volunteers after registration, along with a 
putting contest sponsored by North Torrance Optometry. The golf committee 
organized fun golf challenges to test our golfer’s skills. All par 3’s had a “hole-
in-one” and/or closest to the pin prize including a brand new 2014 car from 
Gardena Nissan, a $500 cash gift from the Ujimori family, one year 
chiropractic treatments from Dr. Donald Schmolder, and “50-50” winners 
received a cash prize and golf clubs. We also gave prizes to the longest and 
straightest drives for both men and women’s divisions. If golfers did not win 
anything on the course, they had a chance to win numerous raffle prizes at 
the BBQ banquet dinner. The raffle ended with three grand prizes, a $400 
cash award and two 50” flat screen TV’s. 

Thank you to Ron Fukushima who arranged a silent auction and donated the 
proceeds to GVBC. Thank you to those who generously donated tee signs, 
gave cash and raffle donations and especially prayed for this year’s 
tournament. And thank you to our golf committee who put in numerous hours 
to make this a special tournament for our 100

th
 Anniversary celebration. 

(L) Pastor Ron Matsuda, Howard Imatomi, 
Harvey Ujimori 

Win this car! 

(Standing L) Pastors Annette 

Kakimoto, James Chang, Steve 

Langley volunteers from the 

Gardena Human Services 
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Throughout her life, Diana Sakata served on the mission field. 

It all started after Diana accepted Christ at age five with her mother’s help. She began growing in her 
knowledge and faith of Christ. At age nine, Diana was already evangelizing to classmates at La Colima 
Public Elementary School in Whittier. She even attempted to start a Bible study at school. 

Taking your campus to Christ 
During the summer before eighth grade, Diana was part of a discipleship group at her church, 
First EV Free Fullerton Church. The group read and studied “Taking Your Campus to Christ,” 
which gave Diana further information about evangelizing and she readily applied. 

At La Serna High School (LSHS), also in Whittier, Diana felt she was known as a crazy religious 
person as she planted seeds by sharing the Gospel with a few of her classmates. While in 
Spanish class one day a question about the Trinity was raised, “How can Jesus be praying to 
the Father when they are the same person?” The teacher, a Mormon, heard one of the students 
suggest, “Ask the God person,” referring to Diana. Diana then took the opportunity to share her 
faith by explaining, “The Trinity is one—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, but each is also separate 
with different attributes.” 

Competently sharing God’s Word 
Beginning in elementary school, Diana became friends with twin girls, Natalie and Nicole, who 
were Jehovah Witnesses. Through their friendship they raised many questions about Christianity to Diana. It 
required her to research the Scriptures so she could competently answer all their questions. In the process 
she learned a lot. Through her research of the Scriptures and active participation in the discipleship group at 
church as well as Sunday school, Diana grew steadily in her Christian faith. Today, Diana, Natalie, and 
Nicole continue to enjoy their friendship. 

Beginning at around age twelve, Diana took sign language classes at First EV Free Fullerton Church. She 
then met Tanya, a deaf girl who was the same age. Diana grew in her fluency of sign language and 
volunteered to interpret for Tanya at her church’s youth group at Anaheim Vineyard. She also interpreted at 
First EV Free Fullerton Church. Diana also spent the summer, after completing her freshman year of 
college, interpreting at Rio Hondo College in Whittier which started her sign-language interpreting career. 

In high school she set her career goal on being a deaf-and-hard-of-hearing teacher (DHH) and an 
interpreter. She volunteered at a local elementary deaf-and-hard-of-hearing program. She was admitted to 
Cal State University Northridge which has a nationally renowned deaf education and sign language 
interpreting program for American Sign Language. In June 2006 Diana graduated with a 
double major. She earned a B.A. in Deaf Studies with a concentration in Interpreting as 
well as Asian American Studies (AAS). As Diana took the AAS coursework and also 
befriended Japanese deaf students from Japan, she grew to appreciate her identity as 
an Asian American which she had not done before. Growing up in an area with few 
Asians, she was sometimes the subject of racial slurs which affected her feelings toward 
her racial identity. God was good in resolving this issue. 

God had greater pans for her 
From 2006-2007, Diana attended the University of California at San Diego’s Deaf Education Program. 
Diana, who was proficient at interpreting, developed repetitive motion injuries from being overworked. She 
left the program, however, God had greater plans for her — He called her to Japan. After being accepted by 
the JET Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Program, she worked in Japan from July 2008 — July 2011. 

The JET staff didn’t know, when they placed Diana in Kumamoto Prefecture/Ueki-machi (Southern Japan), 
this it was only 20 minutes away from where her paternal great grandparents were born. Diana was able to 
meet her relatives and share the Gospel with them. In addition, she successfully completed her JET 
assignment of teaching English at three low-income middle schools. 

Teaching English in Japan was challenging because of the discipline involved, however, Diana found 
teaching second-language learners enjoyable. When she returned home, she enrolled at California State 
University Long Beach while also working and earned a Master’s Degree in Linguistics with a concentration 
in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages in December 2013. Diana is now enjoying her two 
passions, teaching English as a Second Language (ESL) with the North Orange County Community College 
District and also working with all kinds of students as a substitute teacher for L.A. County Office of 
Education and L.A. Unified School District. In the future,  she would like to teach ESL full-time at the college 
level. 

(Continued on page 5) 

A MISSIONARY FOR ALL SEASONS 
PROFILE OF DIANA SAKATA 
BY KATHY AISO 

Every Christian is 
a missionary. 
— Dr. R.C. Scroll 
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FAMILY NEWS 
“A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER.”  — JOHN 13:34 

Our prayers and condolences go to those in our family 
who have lost loved ones 
Kevin & Irene Collier and family in the passing of Irene’s beloved mother, 
Kiyoko Hojo. A private memorial service was held on Friday, August 29 at 
Green Hills Cemetery. Pastor Steve Langley officiated. 
 

To the family of Ann Hiroko Rountree who passed away on Wednesday, 
August 27. The memorial service will be held at Green Hills Cemetery on 
Wednesday, September 10 at 10:00 a.m. Pastor Annette Kakimoto will 
officiate. 
 

Amy Kato and family in the passing of her beloved mother, Fumiko 
Kitagawa, who passed away on Sunday, August 24. Amy states, “We all 
loved her immensely and she was a wonderful mother for 96 years. Our 
gratitude goes out to all of you who were praying for us. In the last month, 
she was overjoyed with all the visitors and kindness bestowed upon her. 
She said she felt like a ‘queen’.” The memorial service will be held on 
Saturday, September 13 at 11:00 a.m. at Green Hills Chapel. 
 

Letters to our church family 
Dear Pastor Steve, Pastor Annette, Pastor Daniel, Family, Saturday Bible 
Study, and Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Thank you for your visits which 
uplifted my spirits, prayers which gave me strength to endure, food which 
made me stronger, cards and flowers to remind me of your love. I am home 
and getting better each day. "God is faithful!” God bless you all!  Love in 
Christ, Chino Ogata 
 

On behalf of the City of Gardena, we would like to extend our sincere 
thanks for your May, June, and July monetary donation of $1,500 [from our 
LOVE fund] along with 39 bags, 2 cases, and 5 boxes of food to our 
Emergency Food Pantry. Thank you for caring about others in your 
community. Together we can continue in our mission to try to keep up with 
the increasing needs of struggling families and individuals in our community 
during these tough economic times. Sincerely, James Kimmons, 
Recreation Supervisor, by Susie Santana, Recreation Coordinator 

Charlie Angel Maltez 
December 3, 2013 
Proud parents are: 
Kelvin & Marlene Maltez 

Camden Vinh Komae 
January 25, 2014 

Hunter Minh Komae 
May 25, 2011 

Proud parents are:  
Russell & Jennifer Komae 

Serving at GVBC 
In September 2011 Diana began attending GVBC after receiving an invitation from her younger sister, Monica [Sakata] 
Matsushima whose profile appeared in the August 6 Issue 15 Spirit. Diana immediately began participating with the 
Nichigo service. She served and continues to serve by working with the young adults and doing Japanese to English 
translation. She also helps on the sound team. In August she served with Tommy Park, Tommy Morse, and Anna Osato 
on the GVBC Japan Team on a short-term mission trip to the Oasis Rifu Church in Japan (in August). Since she was 
unable to help when the catastrophic earthquake and tsunami hit Japan (she was there, but held back by teaching 
responsibilities), she felt good about assisting in the ongoing earthquake recovery process. 

Do not fear, for I am with you 
Diana’s favorite Bible verse, Isaiah 41:10, reminds her, whatever situation she is placed in she needn’t fear: 

“Do not fear, for I am with you; do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. I will strengthen 
you, surely I will help you, surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.” 

“Even though God throws me in different situations, He’s with me and will strengthen me with His victorious right hand,” 
Diana shared. As a faithful and spirited disciple, Diana freely shares the Good News here and abroad, fulfilling Christ’s 
commission to go and make disciples. 

(Diana Sakata Profile Continued from page 4) 

Every Christian is 
a missionary. 
— Dr. R.C. Scroll 

Dedicated to the 
Lord on Sunday, 
August 24, 2014 



FYI   EVENTS CALENDAR 

OASIS STARTS UP 
Wednesday, September 3, 6:30 — 8:30 p.m., Room 218. 
Taught by Pastor Ron Matsuda. 
 

SEPTEMBER WORK DAY CANCELLED 
The September 6 Work Day has been cancelled due to a 
wedding taking place at GVBC. Next Work Day is Oct. 4. 
 

BILINGUAL SERVICE 
Saturday, September 13, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Meets 
every second Saturday of the month. Refreshments served 
in Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome. For 
more info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, 
eiji@gvbc.net. Next Bilingual Service is October 11. 
 

TEACHERS & LEADERS DEDICATION 
[NOTE: date changed] Sunday, September 14 we will be 
dedicating all our teachers and leaders from our 
congregation during both worship services. 
 

PERSPECTIVES 
Mondays nights from September 15, 2014 to January 12, 
2015, 6:30 p.m., Rooms 218/220. Family member discounts 
and scholarships available. This life-changing course will 
open your eyes to understand God’s unchanging purposes 
and how you can use your skills and passions to glorify God 
in all the earth. Register online at: www.perspectives.org, 
click on “Find a Class” then search for Gardena, CA. This is a 
college credits course. 
 

For more info contact Tommy Park via the office or 
thomas.y.park@gmail.com. 
 

KEEP GARDENA BEAUTIFUL 
Saturday, September 20. You can still sign up even until the 
20th, but you won’t get the T-shirt because the order has 
already gone in. Register at the Narthex counter after the 
worship services. For more info contact Pastor James Chang, 
ext. 679, james@gvbc.net. 
 

SPECIAL BUSINESS MEETING 
Sunday, September 21, 12:30 p.m., Community Hall. This 
special business meeting has been called to examine 
Pastors Brian Lo and Rodney Tanaka’s ordination through 
GVBC. You can bring your own lunch or order a salmon & 
chicken teriyaki box lunch from the California Rice Center, 
for $6.00 each. Pick up a flyer in the Narthex and give it, 
along with your money, to Jan at the Narthex Information 
Counter or the church office. DEADLINE to order lunch is 
Thursday, September 11. Please plan to attend this 
special business meeting. We need a quorum of voting 
GVBC members. 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Saturdays, September 27, October 25, 8:00 a.m. — 
10:00p.m., Room 113. All men invited. 
 

WORK DAY 
October 4, 8:00 a.m. to noon. Usually on the first Saturday 
of each month. Come when you can and leave when you 
must. No experience needed. Lunch is provided. Next 
Work Day is November 1. 
 

GARDENA HERITAGE FESTIVAL 
Saturday, October 4, at the City of Gardena. 
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GVBC MEN’S RETREAT 
Saturday, October 4 to Sunday, October 5. All GVBC men 
college-age and up are invited to our annual Men’s Retreat 
at Victory Ranch. This year’s speaker will be Pastor Tom 
Demorest of Citylights Church, Long Beach. Great time of 
fellowship, sharing, support and teaching — and lots of 
fun, too. Signups will begin Sunday, August 31 after the 
worship services in the Courtyard. Questions?  Contact 
Kent Komae at kkomae@aol.com or the church office. 
 

GVBC JOB CLUB 
Tuesday, October 7, 6:30 p.m., Room 119. The Job Club 
meets once a month on Tuesdays. The next meeting will 
be Tuesday, November 4. 
 

WOMEN’S WEEKEND (in lieu of the Women’s Retreat) 
Friday, October 17, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, Oct. 18, 
9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. Friday will be a women's night of 
worship. Saturday we’ll have messages, crafts, workshops, 
etc. Registration has started! 
 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 
Friday, October 31, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. Set up will begin on 
Wednesday, October 29. More info to follow. 
 

TIME CHANGE 
Sunday, November 2 Daylight Savings time ends. Fall BACK 
one hour. 

GVBC T-SHIRT SUNDAY 
On Sunday, September 21, everyone wear a 
GVBC shirt in celebration of our anniversary. 

mailto:kkomae@aol.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PIPE ORGAN REPAIR FUND BY SHIG KAWASHIRI 

Back in 1969, our American Baptist Women Circles sold cookbooks to raise $25,000 to buy the pipe organ in our 
sanctuary. 

Today, the pipe organ is in need of major repairs that will cost an estimated $25,000. Our Board of Deacons has 
approved the establishment of a special fund to raise funds to cover the cost of these repairs and has authorized 
the transfer of approximately $9,100 from another unused fund to help kick start the project. If you would like to 
contribute, please designate “Pipe Organ Repair” on your offering envelope or check. You may also give online. 

We are also considering other fundraising projects (possibly even a special 100
th
 Anniversary edition of the original 

cookbook!). If you have any ideas or would like to help, please contact Shig at (310) 347-7912 or contact the 
church office.  

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE 
Available online Wednesday, September 17 at www.gvbc.net. Hard copies available 
in the GVBC Narthex and in the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be 
submitted by Sunday, September 14. 

NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRY NEWS 

On June 29
th
, the GVBC Neighborhood Ministry sent a 

team of volunteers to the Gardena Valley Japanese 
Cultural Institute (GVJCI) to help with their annual 
fundraising carnival. The team worked at the “Combo 
Food Booth” selling sushi items inari and chirashi,  cold 
somen noodles, cha siu bao (pork buns), corn on the 
cob, and spam musubi (rice balls). GVBC members also 
volunteered with other organizations, including the 
sports, scouting, and CERT groups, to put on other food, 
games, and exhibit booths at the Carnival. It was nice to 
see people from our church at the carnival attending and 
supporting this organization.   

GVJCI has been an integral part of the South Bay 
community for generations. GVJCI’s Japanese Language 
School recently celebrated their 100

th
 anniversary, and 

their annual carnival is a South Bay tradition. Among 
many programs offered at GVJCI, this cultural and 
community center has daily senior activities, youth sports 
programs, Scouting programs, martial arts, visual arts, 
music, and dance. During the summer, GVJCI partners 
with other community organizations to hold youth day 
camps where kids can learn about Japanese American 
history and values through activities, demonstrations, and 
lessons from cultural and community leaders. The center 
also houses an extensive library of books on Japanese 
and Japanese-American literature, culture and history in 
both English and Japanese.  

Many members of our congregation have been 
associated in one way or another with this non-profit 
organization in the past and present. Harold Kobata was 
secretary of the Board for several years back in the ‘50’s. 

Harold and Dave Yogi have 
volunteered at the carnival 
since the ‘70’s till the mid 
2000’s. Amy Kushigemachi 
often collaborates with GVJCI 
to hold older adults health and 
safety events, and Paul 
Matsushima currently partners 
with GVJCI to hold two weeks 
of Japanese American cultural 
enrichment programs for 
elementary and middle 
schoolers each year. GVBC 
members have attended the 
Japanese language school as 
early as the 1930’s. Diana Sakata of our Nichigo 
Congregation currently attends Japanese language 
conversation classes. Monica Matsushima is an 
apprentice on the Board of Directors of the GVJCI. Kristi 
Shimazu, our second service drummer,  served an 
internship there this summer. These are just a few of the 
people at GVBC who have found fun, support, and 
community at GVJCI. This organization is a welcoming 
and friendly organization to anyone of any heritage 
interested in participating or contributing to its community 
and cultural enrichment activities.  

The GVJCI carnival along with “Keep Gardena Beautiful 
Day”, City of Gardena Appreciation, and the Friday Food 
Ministry are ways the Neighborhood Ministry goes out to 
serve our neighborhood and community. Contact 
james@gvbc.net for more information. 

mailto:James@GVBC.Net
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 STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0 

 DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681 

 EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676 

 JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679 

 ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680  

 CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor, College ext. 685  

 LAYNE WAKUTA Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684 

 SUSAN WAKUTA Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689  

 TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator 

 NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator 

 WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672 

 PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675 

 JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671 

 REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677  

 AUBREY MATSUNAMI Christian Educ. Secretary ext. 678  

 SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673  

 SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant 

 GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant  

 JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant 

 ROBERT KATO Sunday Services, Assistant 

 EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services, Assistant 

GVBC Staff 
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Worship Schedule  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School concurrent 

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206 

 
 

SUNDAY, 7/COMMUNION 

Mission Sunday 
 

SUNDAY,SEPTEMBER 14 
Advent Conspiracy 1 
Pastor James Chang 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
100TH ANNIV T-SHIRT SUNDAY 
Advent Conspiracy 2 
Pastor James Chang 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 
Love for Dummies 
Pastor Steve Langley 

Celebrating 
100 years 


